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CHAPTER 1

Momodou Gassama
Project Director
The multinational Programme Building Resilience against Food and Nutrition Insecurity in the Sahel
(P2RS) is an initiative of the African Development Fund that seeks to address underlying causes of
including The Gambia. Phase 1 of P2RS is in line with the CILSS Food Security Strategic Framework (FSSF)
the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP/NEPAD) and the Regional
income of agricultural value chains.

BEEKEEPING:
AN EFFECTIVE OPTION FOR PROMOTING
INCOME DIVERSIFICATION,

and public service delivery.
issues of infrastructure and value chain/regional market development. The intervention in The Gambia

EMPLOYMENT AND RESILIENCE

to promote resilience to food and nutrition insecurity in the intervention regions.

and agricultural development.
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Achievements and Effects

Background

and employment creation across multiple communities in rural and peri-urban areas of the country.
resilience against food and nutrition insecurity of vulnerable populations. As rural populations contimeet household and individual food and nutrition security needs.

available in local Gambian markets and commercial outlets.
employment can contribute to building resilience against food and income insecurity for vulnerable
start-up kits/materials in the framework of the P2RS beekeeping development initiative. He is

duction practices will go a long way in providing employment and income generation opportunities
for poor households that are often most vulnerable to the effects of climate change.

information on his honey production business and how he is generating revenue to support himself
and his family.

P2RS: Supporting the modernization
of beekeeping in The Gambia

In less than 1 year, 3 honey harvests of 10 litres
each have enabled him to process and market
up to 30 liters of honey at a market price of 250
dalasis per litre. Bee wax also provides good
income for Saikou as he has since generated more
than 10,000 dalasis from his operations in this

the ultimate goal of improving the socioeconomic status of rural and peri-urban populations through
beekeeping. The initiative seeks to transform beekeeping from the traditional form of production to
a modern production system through strengthening practical knowledge and capacities of actors.
The initiative also seeks to improve skills of beekeepers in processing technology through value
addition on beehive products.

local canteens and minimarkets, he says he can
intends to expand his business. Saikou notes that
of honey. Bees, he noted, support crop pollination
and subsequently enhance crop yields. In addition
to this, the improved beekeeping technique is
helping to curtail destructive practices that often
result in damage to the environment and frequent

Lessons
• Beekeeping is a viable option for resilience
building, employment creation and poverty
reduction
• Capacity building and support are critical
for modernization of beekeeping
• Increasing the population of bees can
result to increased crop productivity and
thereby promote resilience to climate
change
•Beekeeping is an effective mechanism

Perspectives
monitoring and support
• Support the established Beekeeping Platform to
promote exchange and interaction among actors
• Support introduction of beekeeping for women
in horticulture to increase crop yield quantity and

deforestation.
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CHAPTER 2

Small ruminant scheme to
build resilience among rural
women

Background /context

The P2RS small ruminant development
maintenance and multiplication of sheep and
goats in partnership with the Department of

where agriculture is the principal source
of livelihood. Rural women in The Gambia
operate actively across all agricultural value

small ruminant scheme
communities, 13 Group Associations and
62 individual small ruminant owners across

and marketing of agricultural products. In
the small ruminant and poultry value chains.
Poverty in rural Gambia is more prevalent

and Central River/N. In collaboration with

government and donors on gender inclusion
for sustainable poverty reduction.

SMALL RUMINANT SCHEMES PROVIDE
EFFECTIVE RESILIENCE OPTIONS FOR RURAL
POOR WOMEN

veterinary services and monitoring support
for the maintenance and multiplication
of the animals. To enhance sustainability

Small ruminants play a critical role in rural
economies of the Gambia and are important
for poverty alleviation. They are an important
source of revenue for rural women and a

distributed animals will be made available
(mainly women) across the country. The
overall strategy of redistributing off-springs

fertilizer for poor rural households. Promoting
sustainable small ruminant development will
contribute directly to improving livelihoods
of rural households. Since women are the

outreach.

development of the sector contributes
directly to building their resilience against
food and nutrition insecurity.

Key Achievements and Effects

from the initiative.

Programme Building Resilience Against Food and Nutrition Insecurity in The Sahel
P2RS 1, The Gambia Project
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500 Sheep and Goats distributed to:
11 communities

ACCESS TO QUALITY RICE SEED IS A SURE
WAY TO ACHIEVE INCREASED RICE
experiences as a result of their participation in the small ruminant scheme. They proudly make reference
to key effects such as:
• Increased household food supply
• Additional incomes from the sale of milk

PRODUCTION AND PRODUCTIVITY
IN THE GAMBIA

• Ability to pay school fees and buy books for children

Lessons
• Small ruminants provide viable options for resilience to food and nutrition insecurity especially
for rural women
• P2RS support is increasing indigenous stock of small ruminants and promoting household
income security in the Gambia
• argeting rural women for the scheme is a sure way of creating incomes and reducing
household poverty

Perspectives
• Consolidation by increasing investment in the small ruminants schemes
• Support access to feed and water
value chain and upkeep of the animals
Programme Building Resilience Against Food and Nutrition Insecurity in The Sahel
P2RS 1, The Gambia Project
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Background /context

Making Quality Seed Available
to Rice Farmers

Achievements and Effects

In partnership with the National Seed

economy and the principal determinant of
population is dependent on agriculture for
food and income. Crop production is the main

continues to lag behind other sectors in

nationwide initiative to promote access to
and use of good quality seed of key crops

operations. The associated productivity gains from this will have direct positive effects on overall production.

for improving productivity and increasing the
overall domestic supply of these important
crops.

how P2RS intervention is changing lives.

The quality rice seed initiative seeks to ensure
access to high quality seed for rice farmers
in the country. The initiative targeted the

The Story of Bamba Sanneh, Secretary General of the CRR/S Seed
Growers Cooperative
Bamba Sanneh is a rice farmer located in Wellingara
in CRR/S. He has been a farmer all his life,
engaged in the production of rice as the principal
source of household food and income. Prior to his

groundnuts. Rice is the staple food of the

needs. The crop is produced principally by

out-growers would then be made available

characterized by low yields due largely to

regions. The NSS had responsibility for the
production of foundation seed as well as

limited access to production inputs and the
effects of climate change among others.

initiative, Mr. Sanneh’s farming experience was
characterized by: subsistence production, low

Lessons
for increasing
production

agricultural

productivity

and

mechanisms for making foundation seed available

has recorded a dramatic transformation in his life
and the livelihoods of his household. In less than
cart as his principal means of transportation.
What is more important to him, however, is that
he is now constructing a new cement block house
indicated that ‘new houses are mushrooming in
areas where members of his cooperative used to
live in thatched roof homes.
The story of Bamba illustrates how P2RS is
changing lives in rural Gambia through support

Foundation Seed Production: National Seed

tion to farmers

-

he noted, ‘this is not an isolated story in the
region’. Thousands of rice farmers will continue
to see their lives transformed for the better with
initiatives like this that focus on improving the
productivity of their key agricultural systems

by seed growers are available to farmers. The
sustainability of this will however depend on
the capacity to put in place the mechanism and
process.

Perspectives
• Support for involvement of research in the
provision of breeder seed of climate resilient
varieties and adoption of climate smart agriculture
• Engagement of seed producer cooperatives
across the country

seed to rice farmers across the country.
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Background /context
Post-harvest

losses

due

P2RS investment in food
processing and preservation
to

inadequate

food and nutrition insecurity in the Gambia. Data
from a recent assessment by the Directorate of
Agriculture (DoA) estimate post-harvest losses
for key crops across the country to range from

initiative on the processing and preservation of
local agricultural products. The overall strategy
focuses on strengthening the capacities of actors
in post-harvest processing and value addition
for the key crops. The initiative seeks to address
and minimize protein-energy malnutrition and

food and nutrition challenge for the country.
Addressing this problem will contribute

infants and children by supporting training in
baby-food formulation using local cereals and
products.

nutrition insecurity in The Gambia. As noted by
the Director of the Food Technology Services
(FTS)

food processors (associations and individuals)

FOOD PROCESSING AND PRESERVATION
PROMOTES RESILIENCE TO FOOD AND
NUTRITION INSECURITY FOR GAMBIAN
WOMEN AND CHILDREN

‘Improving food processing and preservation
is a principal mechanism for enhancing access
to high quality food as well as improving food
and nutrition security for poor rural households
in The Gambia’.

workshops for individuals and groups engaged
in food processing and preservation at the

Achievements and Effects
engaged in food processing and preservation

the livelihoods and socio-economic situations
of the women working with and managing
these businesses. Improved capacities in
food processing and baby-food formulation
techniques have resulted in employment and
income generation opportunities for them across
the country.

years.

associations across the country.
percent
women.

capacities in food processing and preservation.
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Aji Binta Jaiteh, President of REFESA food processing group:

processing of cereals and formulation of babyfood. She notes that access to high quality babyfood is especially important to their community
given the high cost of imported baby food.
formulation organized by FTS with support
training to other members of her group.

increased access to markets and affordability of
baby-food have resulted in increased incomes
for our group members.

INCREASED ACCESS TO WATERING
FACILITIES CONTRIBUTING TO IMPROVED
Photo of processed food in local canteen

as key outcomes of the P2RS intervention in their zones:
Mrs. Mariatou Mass, Brikama Darsilami

Mrs. Yassin Jah Mbaye (Jal Healthy Foods)

The availability of locally processed foodstuff
now means increased access to high quality food
and improved nutrition for women and children.
In addition to this, our ability to process, package
and label our products means increased market
access, employment opportunities and better
prices for us.

Since my training under this initiative, I now
supply processed food to food outlets and

Lessons

Perspectives

LIVESTOCK PRODUCTIVITY AND INCREASED
RESILIENCE TO HOUSEHOLD FOOD AND
INCOME INSECURITY

My customers also include personnel of the MRC
With good packaging and labeling, I have greater
access to markets and sell my products easily.

• Consolidation of training to strengthen skills
in The Gambia
• Packaging and labeling can drive
market opportunities
• Capacity building is a critical driver
of change and development

• Access to appropriate processing
and packaging infrastructure and equipment
• Explore market expansion opportunities
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The livestock sector is an important pillar of the
gross domestic product (GDP) and up to
employment and household capital in rural
areas. The cattle population in the country is

Livestock keepers and owners encounter serious
challenges in accessing water for their animals
during long periods of the year. According to

Key Achievements and Effects

owners report that they use ponds as main
source of water for their animals during the
rainy season. The situation is different to what
obtains in the dry
reporting that their cattle received water from

Construction and installation works have been completed and the watering facilities are fully

animals in rural Gambia.
Addressing the problem of limited access
to water during the long dray season that

traditional husbandry.

to improving livestock productivity and its
contribution to household food and nutrition
security in the region.

modernisation of the livestock sector remains
characterized by very limited or no use of
improved feed and limited access to drinking
water during the long dry season. The low
productivity associated with this continues
to undermine the overall performance of the
sector.

P2RS Project provides watering facilities for livestock in The Gambia

well as a stand pipe for domestic use. This intervention is aimed at improving access to water for
increasing income and employment opportunities and improved household nutrition security..
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Lamin Sidibeh DLS:

Ebrima O. Jallow, NaLoA

Having a water drinking point in CRRS
is very vital..., there are certain periods
of the year when feed and water for the

Livestock rearing is hinged on two
key factors: feed and water. Livestock
development cannot progress in the
absence of feed and water. Up to 38000
herds leave this country annually into
Senegal in search of feed and water.
Crop production is seasonal and we
have seen that bumper harvests are no
longer guaranteed. Livestock rearing is
all year round and this provides a better
resilience option than crop production.

this camp, but also livestock farmers and
animals in the surrounding villages (more
than 8 villages), including donkeys and
small ruminants. Livestock population
which will have direct access to this
drinking point is more than 800 cattle,
more than 150 donkeys and over 500
small ruminants. Horses too come by this
point to drink.

increased income and women are
better care givers at home, engaging
in livestock can provide for household
food and nutrition security needs. We
applaud the P2RS project for intervening
in this area and we urge the project to
provide more drinking points to further
improve animal access to water.
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Lessons

P2RS (Project 1 - Gambia) in Images

•
•
•

are necessary for sustained access to the facility
of the facility

Perspectives
•

drinking points

• Optimal utilization and management
of the facility
• Sustainability of the facilities
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P2RS (Project 1 - Gambia) in Images
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